National Agricultural

Land Network

American Farmland Trust’s National
Agricultural Land Network, or
NALN, works to strengthen the collective
capacity of public agencies, planning
entities, and land trusts working to
protect agricultural land by providing
opportunities to network, learn,

and collaborate around tools and
strategies to save the land that
sustains us.

Agricultural land in the United States

is under threat. Conversion of farmland
and ranchland continues with nearly

11 million acres of agricultural land
developed or compromised from 2001-
2016 alone. Additionally, 371 million

acres of agricultural land owned by aging
landowners is likely to change hands over
the next 15 years, putting its future use for

Conversion of agricultural land to urban
and highly developed (UHD) and
low-density residential (LDR) land uses
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agriculture at risk. And climate change
threatens agricultural productivity at a
time when demands on agricultural land
to provide food, fiber, energy, and climate
solutions continue to grow.

This threat demands new energy,
continued innovation, and strengthened
connections among public and private
entities working across the country to
save this irreplaceable resource. Entities
of all types—from well-established
public farmland protection programs
and agricultural land trusts to state

and county agencies and land trusts
considering agricultural land protection
policies, programs, and projects—have
shared with AFT their interest in more
information sharing, peer learning and
professional development opportunities,

*Our productivity, versatility and resiliency (PVR) index helps
identify high-quality agricultural land (see Methods)

**Farmland is composed of cropland, pastureland,
and woodland associated with farms

Conversion of agricultural land to urban and low-density residential development between
2001 and 2016 from AFT’s Farms Under Threat: The State of the States (2020)
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policy updates, and training on
agricultural land planning and protection
tools and strategies.

For much of'its history, AF'T has provided
a broad array of support to the growing
agricultural land protection community—
whether through regional events and
national conferences, cutting-edge
research and communications insights, or
technical expertise and policy innovation.

In 2020, AFT launched the National
Agricultural Land Network, or
NALN, to further strengthen the
collective capacity of public agencies,
planning entities, and land trusts
working to protect agricultural land.

The NALN seeks to provide a high level
of professional networking and support
to organizations/entities and individuals
directly engaged in retaining and
protecting agricultural land, and those
whose programs, services or public policy
advocacy help to advance agricultural
land protection and planning. The NALN
is a learning and knowledge exchange
network; it offers policy education and
updates but will not promote or take
positions on specific legislation.

We welcome organizational members
such as public Purchase of Agricultural
Conservation Easement programs,
private land trusts, and state and county
government or quasi-governmental
agencies with jurisdiction over
agriculture, conservation, and/or
planning. Other eligible organizational
members include farm and conservation
organizations, coalitions, trade
associations, and service providers.



When organizations join the NALN they
are added to the roster on the NALN
webpages. All staff of organizational
members are eligible for NALN products
and services.

We also welcome individuals who are

not affiliated with an organizational
member and whose work is focused on
advancing agricultural land retention and
protection. Individual members may be
researchers, planners, legislators, public
agency staff, nonprofit organization staff,
or individuals serving on public or non-
profit boards and committees that address
aspects of agricultural land retention

and protection.

There is no cost for membership or to
participate in the online community
platform or most programing. Some
select services, programing, or events may
require a fee. Organizational members
directly engaged in agricultural land
protection or planning may receive
preference for certain workshops and
events where participation may be
limited. To join the NALN, find the
membership form on the NALN
webpage.

NALN PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

¢ Informational Webinars: Webinars
offer basic training on agricultural
land protection and planning tools and
techniques, relevant national research,
agricultural land protection, planning
and policy innovations, and updates on
Agricultural Conservation Easement
Program-Agricultural Land Easements
(ACEP-ALE) implementation.

¢ Virtual Network Connects: NALN
members gather virtually every quarter
to network and learn. These Zoom calls
are scheduled for two hours and the
first fifty people to register are given
access to join where they get to know
other practitioners from around the
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country and visit designated breakout
rooms for in-depth conversations
with national experts on a variety of
trending issues.

Roundtables: Roundtables are
designed to facilitate networking
among practitioners within states

and regions or focused on specific
topics. Roundtables help to identify
opportunities for collaboration to
expand and improve program, planning,
and policy work.

NALN Community & Library: The
online community platform is a virtual
space allowing members to share
successes, challenges, and information
by topic, state/region, or experience
level. Every NALN members is
uploaded to the Open Forum and is
encouraged to join other communities
that interest them. A shared document
library allows members to post relevant
materials such as sample easements
and easement deed terms, stewardship
plans and management contracts, and
land use plans and zoning ordinances.

The Network News: NALN members
receive a copy of the Network News

in their email inbox monthly. Issues
include announcements about
webinars, workshops, and grant
opportunities, as well as federal and
state legislative updates, news from
USDA, and more. All past issues of

the Network News can be found in the
NALN Community library.

Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program-Agricultural
Land Easements (ACEP-ALE)
Resources and Support: Resources
and support for entities applying

to ACEP-ALE and for landowners
interested in protecting their land
through the program are available
through the Farmland Information
Center. Webinars, the NALN
Community, and regional roundtables
provide opportunities for information
sharing on ACEP-ALE implementation.

NALN CONTACTS

Cris Coffin, NALN Director and
Senior Policy Advisor
(413) 240-4560
ccoffin@farmland.org

Beth Fraser, NALN Deputy Director
(413) 2 4282
bfrase armland.org

Jaimee Harrison, NALN Manager (202)
378-1257
jharrison@farmland.org

Jessica Hall, NALN Coordinator
jehall@farmland.org

farmland.org/NALN

STEERING COMMITTEE
Ebonie Alexander, Black Family Land
Trust

Jessie Wilder Hancock, Bluegrass
Conservancy

Shanna Atherton-Bauer, CA
Department of Conservation

Erik Glenn, CO Cattlemen Agricultural
Land Trust

Denise Perry, Georgia Agricultural Land
Trust

Janice Hill, Kane County, IL
Kathryn Lyddan, Consultant

Michelle Cable, MD Agricultural Land
Preservation Foundation

Jim Johnson, OR Department of
Agriculture

Becky Huttenga, Ottawa County, Ml

Doug Wolfgang, PA Department
of Agriculture

Susan Buchanan, Tall Pines Land
Conservancy

Jeremy Christensen, UT Dept of
Agriculture & Food

Tracy Zschau, Vermont Land Trust

Gus Seelig, VT Housing & Conservation
Board

Robin Fay, Washington Farmland Trust

Find the NALN membership form at
farmland.org/NALN

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL LAND NETWORK

No Farms
No Food®

1 Short Street Suite 2, Northampton, MA 01060
farmland.org/NALN
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