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American Farmland Trust
SAVING THE LAND THAT SUSTAINS US

Berkshire Farmland Conservation & Farmland Access Resources

Resources for farmers and landowners in Berkshire County on how to access, finance, conserve, protect,
and improve practices on farmland. You can access this document through our website:

https://farmland.org/berkshire-farm-futures

If you'd like to add something to this list, please email Jamie Pottern jpottern@farmland.org

Finding Land or Making Land Available for Farming

New England Farmland Finder :
NEFF makes it easy for properties to be posted, and for farm seekers to search for
them. The site’s format is like “for sale by owner” sites or classified listings.

Land For Good:
If you're a beginning farmer exploring your options to get onto land, or an established
farmer ready to expand, relocate or rethink your land situation, this Resource Page
offers guides, worksheets, articles and other resources to inform your decision-making
and guide your planning and search for farmland. You can also sign up for advising with a

staff member, or email Jae directly (Jae@landforgood.org).

Watch our November 2, 2022 virtual Berkshire Land Access workshop recording:
Strategies for Finding, Affording, and Securing Farmland in Berkshire County

Some additional Land For Good resources:
o Necessary/Desirable/Optional worksheet (or email Jae to get a spreadsheet
version!)
e Elements Of A Good Farm Lease (email Jae for a fillable plain language lease
outline!)
Build A Lease Tool
Farmland Access Methods Guide

Accessing Farmland Together
Obteniendo Tierras Juntos

e Mapping:

e UC Davis Soil Tool: (For looking up soil type(s) and characteristics)


https://farmland.org/berkshire-farm-futures/
mailto:jpottern@farmland.org
https://newenglandfarmlandfinder.org/
https://landforgood.org/
https://landforgood.org/resources/
https://landforgood.org/contact/general-inquiry/
https://landforgood.org/contact/general-inquiry/
mailto:Jae@landforgood.org
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/play/3frdK7pMq_C7pUzxgxOPtJg8UpRJW8nC8UrRD7b_R7tN-nEHQIKxyptgisepu3fEsU_6QbWNnRDPjQSB.8D6xx5JSRuHhp4Rm?continueMode=true&_x_zm_rtaid=xSlNvywJSL21QTGcTzOGVg.1667580020853.78af018d0793a4b953dd6c0a6d698347&_x_zm_rhtaid=175
https://landforgood.org/wp-content/uploads/LFG-Necessary-Desirable-Optional-Worksheet-Finding-Your-Farm-2.pdf
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.landforgood.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FLFG-Elements-of-a-Good-Farm-Lease.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cjpottern%40farmland.org%7Cca727a7dead743fc03b008dbfb4a16ff%7Cba7d36f4bcca435b83ce29f7ab0644c8%7C0%7C0%7C638380071003490890%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yaGwGWQeihAYGIPqimrvU97i02tGZTVt6OUd2MzhYsk%3D&reserved=0
https://landforgood.org/lease-tool-login/
https://landforgood.org/wp-content/uploads/LFG-Farm-Access-Methods-Guide.pdf
https://landforgood.org/wp-content/uploads/LFG-Accessing-Farmland-Together-Decision-Tool.pdf
https://landforgood.org/wp-content/uploads/LFG-Obteniendo-Tierras-Juntes.pdf
https://casoilresource.lawr.ucdavis.edu/gmap/
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o LFG Quick tutorial for UC Davis tool
e Google MyMaps (for acreage calculation)

o LFG quick tutorial for Google MyMaps

American Farmland Trust:
AFT’s Farmland Information Center
AFT’s Land Access Resources Page

Beginning & Historically Underserved Farmer Resources
MDAR Beginning Farmer Resources Page
Matching Enterprise Grants for Farmers (MEGA) Program (viability program for beginning

farmers)

MDAR Exploring the Small Farm Dream Course

New Farmers USDA Fact Sheet

USDA Resources for Historically Underserved Farmers

Support on Transfer / Succession Planning
Land For Good:

Do you have a vision for the future of your farm? Have you identified a successor? Do

you need help figuring out where to start? Land For Good offers one-on-one assistance,
as well as this Resource Page with guides, workbooks, and webinars to get you started.
You can sign up for advising with a staff member or to attend a Farm Succession School.

If you are interested in attending MDAR and LFG’s Farm Succession School in Pittsfield

this winter, please register by January 17, 2024. You can find the workshop info and
registration here.

Options for Conserving Your Land

Berkshire Natural Resources Council
Sheffield Land Trust
MDAR—Agricultural Preservation Restriction Program (APR)

Berkshire Community Land Trust

Williamstown Rural Lands

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) Agricultural Land Easements (ALE)
Conservation Works LLC

Great resource: Your Land, Your Legacy Booklet: Landowner Stories



https://landforgood.org/wp-content/uploads/LFG-Resource-for-Farm-and-Land-Use-Mapping-UC-Davis-Soil-Web.pdf
http://www.google.com/mymaps.
https://landforgood.org/wp-content/uploads/LFG-How-to-Use-Google-My-Maps.pdf
https://farmlandinfo.org/find-farmland/
https://farmland.org/land-access-training-resources-farmers-ranchers/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/beginning-farmer-resources
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/matching-enterprise-grants-for-agriculture-mega
https://www.mass.gov/doc/exploring-the-small-farm-dream-description/download
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/farmersgov-getstarted-factsheet-06-15-2021.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/farmersgov-historically-underserved-factsheet-07-20-2022.pdf
https://landforgood.org/
https://landforgood.org/resources/
https://landforgood.org/contact/general-inquiry/
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ek2fx1dz5d4c19b1&llr=aaucr9cab
https://www.bnrc.org/
https://www.sheffieldland.org/
https://www.mass.gov/agricultural-preservation-restriction-apr-program
http://berkshirecommunitylandtrust.org/
https://rurallands.org/
http://berkshirecommunitylandtrust.org/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ma/programs/easements/acep/
https://www.conservationworksllc.com/
https://ecga.org/files/galleries/YLYL-v2-web.pdf
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Great film highlighting the need for farmland protection in Williamstown:
https://vimeo.com/554808492

Current Use/Chapter 61

Chapter 61 Current Use Tax Programs
Chapter 61 Guidebook

Resources for Improving On-Farm Practices
Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)—Pittsfield Office

Berkshire Conservation District
BCD: No-till Seeder Drill Rentals

Farm Financing & Lending Resources

MDAR Grants and Financial Assistance page

Berkshire Ag Ventures
AFT’s New England Farmer Microgrants Program (NEFMP)

Farm Credit East
Farm Service Agency
® [SA Loans

The Carrot Project

Dirt Capital Partners
AFT’s Farmland Information Center--Find Capital

Marketing & Other Support Services

Berkshire Grown

Berkshire Farm Bureau

Legal Resources

Legal Food Hub
Farmland Access Legal Toolkit

Tools for Making Your Community Farm Friendly

Berkshire Regional Planning Commission

Community Preservation Committee
Right to Farm/Ag Comm
AFT’s Farmland Information nter--Planning for Aaricultur



https://vimeo.com/554808492
https://masswoods.org/landowner-programs/chapter-61-current-use-tax-programs
https://masswoods.org/sites/masswoods.org/files/pdf-doc-ppt/Ch61-Programs-Revised-2018.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ma/air/quality/?cid=nrcs144p2_014130
https://berkshireconservation.org/
https://berkshireconservation.org/no-till-seeder-drill/
https://www.mass.gov/guides/agricultural-grants-and-financial-assistance-programs
https://www.berkshireagventures.org/
https://farmland.org/new-england-farmer-microgrants-program/
https://www.farmcrediteast.com/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/
https://www.farmers.gov/loans
https://www.thecarrotproject.org/
https://www.dirtpartners.com/
https://farmlandinfo.org/find-capital/
https://berkshiregrown.org/
https://mfbf.net/resources/county-farm-bureaus
https://www.legalfoodhub.org/services/legal-assistance/
https://farmlandaccess.org/about/
https://berkshireplanning.org/
https://www.communitypreservation.org/about
http://www.massagcom.org/agcoms/WestportRTF.pdf
https://farmland.org/project/planning-for-agriculture/

