
RESOURCE HANDOUT 
FARMS FOR THE FUTURE: 

Making Farmland Available for Farmers 

General Resources: 
• Municipal Farmland Leasing and Protection
• Growing Local: A Community Guide to Planning for Agriculture and Food Systems
• New England Food Policy: Building a Sustainable Food System
• Farms Under Threat: A New England Perspective
• Legal Food Hub
• Land for Good Toolboxes

o For Communities
o For Leasing
o Liability and Insurance in a Farm Lease- a guide for landowners and tenants
o Farm Access Methods, a decision guide that explains the range of options for farmland 

access.
o Leasing Land to Farmers: A Handbook for New England Land Trusts, Municipalities and 

Institutions handbook
o A Landowners Guide to Leasing Land for Farming.

Comprehensive guide to for private, individual landowners that explains what’s 
involved in leasing farmland.

o Build-A-Lease Tool, learn about and craft a working farm lease to share with other –
including landowners, tenants and advisors

o Preserving Affordable Working Farms by Equity Trust for the Land Access Project
o Farmland Access and Tenure Innovations: Policy and Program Suggestions to Promote 

Land Access for New England’s Beginning Farmers

Background reading/statistics: 

• Gaining Insights
• Farms Under Threat

Case Study Videos: 

• Vermont Land Trust- Pine Island Community Farm
• East Montpelier: A town rooted in conservation

Farmland Linking: 

• New England Farmland Finder (for all six NE states)

https://frcog.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Municipal-Farmland-Leasing-and-Protection-Presentation-Final.pdf
https://farmlandinfo.org/publications/growing-local-a-community-guide-to-planning-for-agriculture-and-food-systems/
http://www.clf.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/1.New_England_Food_Policy_FULL.pdf
http://farmlandinfo.org/publications/farms-under-threat-a-new-england-perspective/
https://www.legalfoodhub.org/
https://landforgood.org/resources/toolbox/
https://landforgood.org/resources/toolbox/toolbox-communities/
https://landforgood.org/resources/toolbox/leasing-3/
https://landforgood.org/wp-content/uploads/LFG-Liability-and-Insurance-in-a-Farm-Lease-Guide.pdf
https://landforgood.org/wp-content/uploads/LFG-Farm-Access-Methods-Guide.pdf
https://landforgood.org/get-resource?fid=https://landforgood.org/wp-content/uploads/LFG-Leasing-Land-To-Farmers-For-Land-Trusts-Municipalities-Handbook.pdf
https://landforgood.org/get-resource?fid=https://landforgood.org/wp-content/uploads/LFG-Leasing-Land-To-Farmers-For-Land-Trusts-Municipalities-Handbook.pdf
https://landforgood.org/get-resource?fid=https://landforgood.org/wp-content/uploads/LFG-Landowners-Guide-To-Leasing-To-A-Farmer-Handbook1.pdf
https://landforgood.org/build-a-lease
https://landforgood.org/get-resource?fid=https://landforgood.org/wp-content/uploads/Preserving-Affordable-Working-Farms.pdf
https://landforgood.org/wp-content/uploads/LFG-Farmland-Access-And-Tenure-Innovations.pdf
https://landforgood.org/wp-content/uploads/LFG-Farmland-Access-And-Tenure-Innovations.pdf
https://landforgood.org/our-work/projects/insights/
https://farmland.org/project/farms-under-threat/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDcED6FT9fA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5uJ-hr9Fywk
https://newenglandfarmlandfinder.org/


State Specific Resources: 

Maine: 

• Beginning Farmer Resource Network of Maine
• Maine Farmland Trust

Vermont: 

• Vermont Land Link
• Vermont Land Trust Farmland Conservation Fact Sheet
• Vermont Agricultural Loan Guide
• Option to Purchase at Agricultural Value (OPAV) Guides

o Selling an OPAV Farm
o OPAV Example

• Transferring the Farm Virtual Workshop-UVM Extension
• Intervale Center

New Hampshire: 

• New Hampshire Farm Future Fund
• New Hampshire Land Trust Coalition
• University of New Hampshire- New Hampshire Food Alliance
• Local Regulation of Agriculture Toolkit

http://www.umaine.edu/beginning-farmer-resource-network/
https://www.mainefarmlandtrust.org/
https://vermontlandlink.org/
https://www.vlt.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/PDF-FarmlandConservation.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5877a359f5e231f7a6d2b622/t/5eb589fc90354f196c70301e/1588955645031/Vermont+Agriculture+Loan+Guide.pdf
https://landforgood.org/wp-content/uploads/Selling-an-OPAV-Farm.pdf
https://landforgood.org/wp-content/uploads/OPAVexample.pdf
http://www.uvm.edu/farmtransfer/?Page=ttf.html&SM=ttfsubmenu.html
https://www.intervale.org/
http://www.cheshireconservation.org/nhfarmfuturefund
https://nhltc.org/contact-us
https://www.unh.edu/nhfoodalliance
https://www.agriculture.nh.gov/publications-forms/documents/agriculture-regulation-toolkit.pdf
https://www.unh.edu/nhfoodalliance



